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Dear Class of 2017:
Virginia Commonwealth University takes pride in the
work it does to educate, create, research, heal and serve.
The education students receive here is relevant not only to
what is happening today, but also to whatever may be in
the future.
Today we celebrate, as you, the Class of 2017, become
graduates of VCU. Your success at one of America’s great
public research universities signifies that you have done more
than complete your courses and receive grades. Your degree
signifies years of hard work and dedication to refining your
skills and acquiring new ones. Your dedication to academic
excellence will translate well to whatever you choose to do in the future.
For 179 years, your alma mater has focused on preparing students for a future as creators,
educators, healers, innovators and entrepreneurs. As a graduate of VCU, I hope you will
remember that your opportunities are without limit because your potential is limitless.
On behalf of the faculty, staff, students and proud alumni of Virginia Commonwealth
University, I congratulate you on the remarkable achievement of your Commencement.




VCU and VCU Health System
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Deborah Davis  
CEO, VCU Health System Hospitals and 
Clinics and Vice President for Clinical Affairs
Karol Gray
Vice President for Finance and Budget 
  Gail Hackett
Provost and Vice President for Academic Affairs 
Pamela D. Lepley
Vice President for University Relations
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Vice President for Research and Innovation 
Ed McLaughlin 
Vice President and Director of Athletics
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Processional VCU Commencement Brass 
  Ross A. Walter, Director
National Anthem* VCU Police Honor Guard 
  VCU Commencement Brass
Welcome and Introductions Gail Hackett, Provost and 
  Vice President for Academic Affairs
Remarks  Michael Rao, President 
Commencement Address  Speaker William J. Howell 
Recognition of Award Recipients 
 Honorary Degree Michael Rao, President 
 Edward A. Wayne Medal
Conferring of Degrees and Honors Recognition
Doctor of Philosophy Candidates F. Douglas Boudinot, Dean
Graduate and First Professional Degrees 
 Graduate School F. Douglas Boudinot, Dean 
 School of Allied Health Professions Cecil B. Drain, Dean
Latin Honors and University Honors  Barry L. Falk, Dean
Undergraduate Degrees
 College of Humanities and Sciences Montserrat Fuentes, Dean 
 School of the Arts Shawn Brixey, Dean 
 School of Business Ed A. Grier, Dean 
 School of Engineering Barbara D. Boyan, Dean 
 L. Douglas Wilder School of Government and Public Affairs John J. Accordino, Dean 
 School of Nursing Jean Giddens, Dean 
 School of Social Work Timothy L. Davey, Interim Dean 
 University College Shelli B. Fowler, Interim Dean  
 VCU Life Sciences Robert M. Tombes, Vice Provost
VCU Alumni Remarks James E. Williams,  
  VCU Alumni President
Recessional** VCU Commencement Brass
 
 
To share photos or memories from Commencement, use #VCU2017.
*The audience will be asked to stand for the national anthem.     **Graduates will remain in place until the president’s party exits the arena.
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2017 Recipient
Speaker William J. Howell
The Honorary Doctor of Humane 
Letters is Virginia Commonwealth 
University’s highest form of 
recognition. Presented by the 
president at Commencement, 
it recognizes those individuals 
who have made outstanding 
contributions to society through 
scholarship, public service, 
humanitarianism, science and art.
Honorary Doctor of Humane Letters
William J. “Bill” Howell was sworn in as the 54th Speaker of the 
Virginia House of Delegates on January 8, 2003. First elected a del-
egate in 1987, he represents the 28th House District, which includes 
parts of Stafford County and the City of Fredericksburg.
 Under the leadership of Speaker Howell, Virginia has become 
known for its sound fiscal management. The state has produced bud-
get surpluses and has made targeted investments in education, public 
safety and other core services while keeping taxes low and reducing 
the state’s debt burden. As a result, Virginia is just one of a dozen states 
with a Triple-A bond rating from all three major credit agencies.
Speaker Howell has led the effort to tackle some of the com-
monwealth’s most pressing fiscal challenges, and is also an advocate 
of preservation and conservation efforts. He led the effort to enact 
Virginia’s national model program for open-spaces land preserva-
tion using free-market principles. The land conservation tax credit 
program has helped preserve over 700,000 acres valued at over $3.4 
billion since its creation. 
 Speaker Howell was named the 2013 Legislator of the Year by 
the Virginia Chamber of Commerce. He was also named one of 
Governing Magazine’s 2013 Public Officials of the Year. The Virginia 
Sheriffs Association named Howell as Legislator of the Year in 2015. 
 Howell earned his Juris Doctorate from the University of 
Virginia School of Law and his bachelor’s degree in business admin-
istration from the University of Richmond. He and his wife, Cessie, 
have been married for 51 years, have two sons and enjoy seven ener-
getic grandchildren.
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Edward A. Wayne Medal
Linwood A. “Chip” Lacy is a 
former CEO of Ingram Micro, 
the world’s largest electronic 
and computer wholesaler. 
He has served on numerous 
private and public company 
boards of directors, includ-
ing EarthLink, Netgear, 
Micro Warehouse and 
Ingram Industries. Chip has 
actively served on nonprofit 
boards, including the Massey 
Advisory Board (as vice 
chair), University of Virginia 
School of Engineering 
Foundation Board, Virginia 
Historical Society Board and 
Christchurch School Board 
of Governors. 
 Constance C. “Connie” Lacy is a retired nurse who worked for 
many years at the Chesterfield Community Service Board. She has 
been an active volunteer on the Massey Palliative Care unit. The 
Lacys are graduates of the University of Virginia, where they have 
been longtime supporters.
 The couple’s relationship with VCU began in 2007 with their ini-
tial commitment to Massey, which provided significant resources to 
further the mission of the center. As passionate advocates for cancer 
treatment and research, they went on to create multiple research 
and faculty support endowments. Their extraordinary generosity 
also extends to the School of Medicine, where they have been 
steadfast supporters of the work being done by Ken Kendler, M.D., 
at the Virginia Institute for Psychiatric and Behavioral Genetics.
 While much of their philanthropy and service has been done 
quietly and without recognition, the impact the Lacys have had 
on the university is transformational. The couple’s dedication to 
supporting medical research provides opportunities for improved 
treatments, detection and prevention of disease and accelerates 
the pace of discovery from bench to bedside. The Lacys have also 
contributed greatly to the prominence of VCU, and they will 
leave a meaningful and lasting legacy in Richmond and through-
out the commonwealth.
The Edward A. Wayne Medal 
was established in 1971 to honor 
individuals who have made 
outstanding contributions or 
provided exemplary services 
to Virginia Commonwealth 
University. Presented by the 
president at Commencement, 
the medal is named in honor 
of Edward A. Wayne, who was 
chair of the commission that 
led to the establishment of VCU 
in 1968 by the Virginia General 
Assembly. Mr. Wayne served as 
the university’s first vice rector.
2017 Recipients
Linwood A. Lacy Jr. and 
Constance C. Lacy
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University Marshals
Faculty Marshals
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Peter L. Jordan



































 Corey W. Boone Candyce N. Conrad
 Commencement Co-chair Commencement Co-chair
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Academic Costume
The academic costume worn at American
college exercises derives from the Middle Ages.
The oldest universities of northern Europe, such
as Paris and Oxford, grew out of church schools,
and both faculty and students were regarded in
the Middle Ages as a part of the clergy. They wore
clerical habits, largely borrowed from the monas-
tic dress of that day, not just on special occasions
but as their regular attire.
 The head covering of the academic costume
developed from the skull cap worn by the clergy
in cold weather to protect the tonsured head. In
the universities, the skull cap acquired a point on
top, which evolved into a tassel. The bonnet with
tassel is still worn by degree holders of European
universities. In America, it has been replaced
by the familiar mortar board, which still retains
the medieval tassel.
 The hood (the medieval caputium) was
originally a covering worn over the head in bad
weather, otherwise dropped on the shoulders as
the monk’s cowl. At first it was worn by faculty
and students alike, but in the early 16th century
it was restricted to graduates, thus becoming the
mark of a degree holder. Today, each college has its 
distinctive hood lining by which its graduates may 
be recognized in academic processions. Graduates 
from Virginia Commonwealth University may 
wear a hood showing a black chevron on gold 
background.
 The gown comes from the medieval robe and
seems to have been borrowed from the habit of
the Benedictine monks. In the Middle Ages,
undergraduates, bachelors and masters could be
distinguished by the simplicity or intricacy of their
gowns. The doctor’s gown was often furred, which
survives today in the ornamentation found on
the doctoral gown. Usually the gown is black, but
some colleges have gowns of different colors.
 The wide velvet borders extending down the
front of the doctoral gown, the velvet bars on the
sleeves, and the borders of most hoods are colored
according to the scholarly field of the wearer.






Fine Arts, Architecture Brown
Government and  
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Recipients of Degrees
Because of rigid time requirements, this program must be printed before the final list of degree 
candidates and final graduation honor status for undergraduate students can be determined. 
The exclusion of the name of a student is not to be taken as indication of official status as 
a nongraduate, nor is the inclusion of a name of a student to be taken as certification of 
official status as a graduate. Only undergraduate students are eligible for honors designations. 
These designations do not apply to the degrees received by graduate students.
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College of Humanities and Sciences
Baccalaureate Certificate
























































































































































































College of Humanities and Sciences
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Delao, Lisa Janeck^





































































































































Political Science, Liberal Studies for 
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Landaverde, Javier Ernesto^
Political Science, Homeland Security 
and Emergency Preparedness
Alexandria, Virginia




































































































Nguyen, Yvonne Yen Xuan
Political Science
Alexandria, Virginia
Normil, Raed Andy Tamar
English
North Chesterfield, Virginia











































































College of Humanities and Sciences





















































Smith, Reyna Alexys Zamora





















































International Studies and Business
Alexandria, Virginia
Thomas, Ashley Alexis



























































Candidates presented by 
Dean Montserrat Fuentes
Allanson, Alayna Marie*












Liberal Studies for Early and 
Elementary Education
Arlington, Virginia
College of Humanities and Sciences
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Blubaugh, Katharine Louise**

















































































































































Liberal Studies for Early and 
Elementary Education
Seoul, South Korea
Sun, Jessica Ga Heui












Candidates presented by 
Dean Montserrat Fuentes
Abad, Kaye Eugenie A.
Science
Richmond, Virginia
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Jaber Al Ali, Kuwait
Alrowaily, Rema Hammad








































































Health, Physical Education 
and Exercise Science
San Antonio, Texas
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Caro, Amado J. III



















Cathey, Stephen Ryan Leaton




















































Clark, Mary Lee Therese
Mass Communications
Luray, Virginia
Clarke, John Richard V
Biology
Richmond, Virginia








Health, Physical Education 
and Exercise Science
Fredericksburg, Virginia



















































































David, Scott Richard de Jesus^


















College of Humanities and Sciences




























































































































































































College of Humanities and Sciences


























































Health, Physical Education and 
Exercise Science and Psychology
Stephens City, Virginia
Franklin, Caroline L.






































Health, Physical Education 
and Exercise Science
Valley Cottage, New York















































































Health, Physical Education 
and Exercise Science
Richmond, Virginia
Guthridge, Anthony Douglas Jr.*^










College of Humanities and Sciences































































Health, Physical Education 
and Exercise Science
Buckingham, Virginia

























































































































Health, Physical Education 
and Exercise Science
Alexandria, Virginia
College of Humanities and Sciences






































































Health, Physical Education 
and Exercise Science
Clifton, Virginia
Juliano, Theo Alfred Taleon^
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Khong, Amy Vinh-An Duc^
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Knight, Ian O’Neil























Health, Physical Education 
and Exercise Science














































Health, Physical Education 
and Exercise Science
Lorton, Virginia

















































Locke, Oneisha La’Trivia Lovely*^































Health, Physical Education 
and Exercise Science
Woodbridge, Virginia
















Magalong, Andrei Jan Santos
Sociology
Annandale, Virginia
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Health, Physical Education 
and Exercise Science
Richmond, Virginia



























Health, Physical Education 
and Exercise Science
Alexandria, Virginia
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Sociology, African American Studies
Oxon Hill, Maryland
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Riccio, Anna Elizabeth*^
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Health, Physical Education 
and Exercise Science
Winchester, Virginia
College of Humanities and Sciences
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Tegang, Tenzing Dachung


































































Health, Physical Education 
and Exercise Science
Charlottesville, Virginia




















































Biology and Political Science
Stafford, Virginia
Urban, Jordan Elizabeth*

































Health, Physical Education 
and Exercise Science
North Chesterfield, Virginia
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Psychology and Health, Physical 
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Post-baccalaureate 
Undergraduate Certificate































Candidate presented by 






Candidates presented by 

















Master of Fine Arts
Candidate presented by 
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School of Allied Health Professions
Bachelor of Science
Candidates presented by 
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Rehabilitation and Mental 
Health Counseling
Herndon, Virginia





























































Rehabilitation and Mental 
Health Counseling
Mechanicsville, Virginia
Master of Science in 
Nurse Anesthesia
Candidates presented by 
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Master of Science in 
Occupational Therapy
Candidates presented by 















East Greenbush, New York
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Doctor of Nurse 
Anesthesia Practice
Candidates presented by 
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Baccalaureate Certificate
































































































































































































School of the Arts
School of the Arts









































































Bachelor of Fine Arts












































Bata, Ala’ Zahed Ragheb*^
Graphic Design
Doha, Qatar

































Painting and Printmaking and 
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Craft and Material Studies
Richmond, Virginia
Jenkins, Hannah Grey**
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Master of Art Education
Candidate presented by 





Master of Fine Arts
Candidates presented by 
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+ Degree awarded posthumously
School of Business
Baccalaureate Certificate
Candidates presented by 
Dean Ed A. Grier
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Dean F. Douglas Boudinot, 
Graduate School
Arruda, Alex C.
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Master of Business 
Administration
Candidates presented by 































































Master of Decision 
Analytics
Candidates presented by 
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Master of Supply 
Chain Management
Candidates presented by 
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Post-baccalaureate 
Graduate Certificate
Candidates presented by 
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Shim, Jaeyun
Seoul, South Korea
Sun, Jessica Ga Heui
South Riding, Virginia
Post-master’s Certificate
Candidates presented by 
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Baccalaureate Certificate
Candidate presented by 
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Mechanical and Nuclear Engineering
Richmond, Virginia
Coleman, Frederick W.


























School of Engineering 
School of Engineering





































Petet, Thomas John Jr.^
Biomedical Engineering
North Prince George, Virginia
Rowser, Mooriah Dalila
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Bachelor of Arts
Candidates presented by 
Dean John J. Accordino
Abbate, Christian Benjamin*




















































Homeland Security and 
Emergency Preparedness
Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates
Amador, Elissa Jasmin*




























Homeland Security and 
Emergency Preparedness
Arlington, Virginia
Davis, Jacob Madison III












































































Homeland Security and 
Emergency Preparedness
Lorton, Virginia
L. Douglas Wilder School of 
Government and Public Affairs
L. Douglas Wilder School of Government and Public Affairs
VCU Commencement 2017     53 * Cum Laude     ** Magna Cum Laude     *** Summa Cum Laude      ° University Honors Student      ^Degree conferred August 2017
Bachelor of Science
Candidates presented by 



























































































































































































L. Douglas Wilder School of Government and Public Affairs


































































































































































Urban and Regional Studies
Herndon, Virginia
Williams, Jessica L.

















Candidates presented by 
Dean F. Douglas Boudinot, 
Graduate School
Anderson, Audrey Catherine^






L. Douglas Wilder School of Government and Public Affairs
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Calhoun, Camille Deanna^













































Candidates presented by 
Dean F. Douglas Boudinot, 
Graduate School
Clifton, Kendall D.^








Homeland Security and 
Emergency Preparedness
Bowie, Maryland
Master of Public 
Administration
Candidates presented by 





































Candidates presented by 







New York, New York
Nguyen, Linh Thi T.^
Criminal Justice
Manassas, Virginia
Master of Urban and 
Regional Planning
Candidates presented by 
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Post-baccalaureate 
Graduate Certificate
Candidates presented by 
Dean F. Douglas Boudinot, 
Graduate School
Morel, Elizabeth R.
Pre-Medical Graduate Health Sciences
Fairfax, Virginia
Park, Alexis N.
Pre-Medical Graduate Health Sciences
Chesapeake, Virginia
Patel, Darshan Ratilal
Pre-Medical Graduate Health Sciences
Bristol, Virginia
Smith, Bradley Scott
Pre-Medical Graduate Health Sciences
Winchester, Virginia
Yim, Matthew Dongheuk
Pre-Medical Graduate Health Sciences
Ashburn, Virginia
Master of Public Health
Candidates presented by 
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da Roza, John Andrew
Addiction Studies
Singapore
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School of Nursing
Bachelor of Science
















































































































































































































































































































































Rancho Palos Verdes, California
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Doctor of Pharmacy
Candidates presented by 
Dean Joseph T. DiPiro
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Bachelor of Social Work
Candidates presented by Interim 













Master of Social Work
Candidates presented by 


































School of Social Work
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University College
Baccalaureate Certificate
Candidate presented by  
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VCU Life Sciences
Baccalaureate Certificate
Candidate presented by 





Candidates presented by 






















































































































































Master of  
Environmental Studies
Candidates presented by 
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Doctor of Philosophy
Candidates presented by  
Dean F. Douglas Boudinot
Abdelmoaty, Yomna Hosameldin 
Mechanical and Nuclear Engineering
Alexandria, Egypt
B.Sc., M.Sc., Alexandria University   
Dissertation: “Enhanced Energy Storage 
and Conversion Applications by Porous 
Carbon and Atomic Layer Deposition”




B.Pharm., M.Sc., Kwame Nkrumah University of 
Science and Technology    
Dissertation: “Study of Molecular Interactions of 
Glycosaminoglycans and Glycosaminoglcan 
Mimetics with Their Protein Targets”
Adviser: Umesh R. Desai, Ph.D.
Albarakati, Nahla Mubarak^
Nanoscience and Nanotechnology
Makkah, Saudi Arabia 
B.S., King Abdulaziz University                                                             
M.S., Virginia Commonwealth University 
Dissertation: “Thermal Quenching of 
Photoluminescence in ZnO and GaN”




B.S., Bangladesh University of Engineering and 
Technology
Dissertation: “Coherent/Incoherent Magnetization 
Dynamics of Nanomagnetic Devices 
for Ultra-low Energy Computing”




B.S., M.S., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “A Biobehavioral Approach to 
Examining Moral Distress in Critical Care Nurses”







B.A., M.S., James Madison University
Dissertation: “Development and Validation 
of a Novel Resonant Energy Transfer 
(FRET) Biosensor to Measure Tenile Forces 
at the LINC Complex in Live Cells”




B.Med., King Abdulaziz University                                                     
M.S., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “Association Between 
Polypharmacy and Functional Status in 
Community-Dwelling Older Adults”




B.S., M.S., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “Computational All Atom 
Energy Density Landscape Mappings of 
Intra-protein Interactions from Static and 
Dynamic Ensemble Structure Data”




B.S., Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University  
M.S., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “Nitrosative Stress Sensing in 
Porphyromonas Gingivalis: Structure and Heme 
Building by Transcriptional Regulator HcpR”




B.E., Kocaeli University                                                                   
M.S., Clemson University
Dissertation: “Omnidirectional Infrared 
3D Reconstruction and Tracking”




B.A., University of Virginia                                                                     
M.S., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “What’s the 411 on Sex in the 
African-American Church? A Qualitative 
Exploration of African-American Girls’ Exposure 
to Sex Communication in the Church”




B.Sc., Sambalpur University                                                                   
M.S., State University of New York at Albany 
Dissertation: “A Biorelevant In Vitro Model 
to Characterize In Vivo Release of Bone 
Morphogenetic Protein-2 (BMP-2)”




B.A., East Carolina University                                                     
M.S., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “Influence of Contextual Factors 
and Self Efficacy on Self-Management in 
Parents of Children with Cystic Fibrosis”
Advisers: Jeanne Sayler, Ph.D., Suzanne Ameringer, 
Ph.D., Edmond Wickham III, Ph.D., and Kathleen 
Sawin, Ph.D.
Doctor of Philosophy




B.S., M.S.W., Virginia Commonwealth University   
Dissertation: “How Does Alcoholics Anonymous 
Affect Drinking Outcomes? A Grounded Theory 
Perspective”




B.S., James Madison University
Dissertation: “The Development of Ubiquitin 
Mutants Containing Phot-Crosslinking Amino 
Acids to Further Understand the Ubiquitin Code”
Advisers: Thomas Cropp, Ph.D., Matthew Hartman, 
Ph.D., Martin Safo, Ph.D., and Scott Gronert, Ph.D.
Caccavale, Laura Jean^
Clinical Psychology
Mountain Lakes, New Jersey
B.A., Wake Forest University                                                        
Dissertation: “Exploring the Role of Motivational 
Interviewing in Adolescent Patient-Provider 
Communication about Type 1 Diabetes”
Advisers: Melanie Bean, Ph.D., and Rosalie Corona, 
Ph.D.
Campbell, William Wesley III
Health Related Sciences
Richmond, Virginia
B.S., University of Phoenix                                                            
M.H.A, Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “A Comparison of Quality 
Indicators Between Medicare Accountable 
Care Organizations and Health Maintenance 
Organizations Using Publicly Available Data”




B.S., James Madison University                                                   
M.S., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “Targeted Epigenetic Editing to 
Validate Findings of Methylome-wide Association 
Studies”
Advisers: Karolina Aberg, Ph.D., and 




B.A., University of Pennsylvania                                                   
M.S., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “Carryover Effects of Early 
Environments in Amphibians”
Advisers: James Vonesh, Ph.D., and Ivan Gomez-
Mestre, Ph.D.
Chawla, Ayesha
Clinical and Translational Sciences
Mumbai, India
B.Pharm., NMIMS University                                                           
M.S., University of Wisconsin at Milwaukee
Dissertation: “Oncogenic C-Terminal Binding 
Protein 2 in Colon and Pancreatic Cancers”




B.S., North Carolina State University
Dissertation: “Altered Axon Initial Segment 
Structure and Function in Inflammatory Disease”




B.A., University of California at Irvine
M.A., Boston College                                                                             
M.S., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “Posttraumatic Stress Disorder 
Symptoms and Group Therapy Effectiveness 
Among African American and Caucasian 
Veterans”




B.A., Dominican University of California
Dissertation: “The Status of Snapping 
Turtles (Chelydra serpentina) in Virginia: 
Population Viability, Demography, 
Regulatory Analysis, and Conservation”
Adviser: Derek M. Johnson, Ph.D.
Cooke, Megan Elizabeth 
Clinical and Translational Science
Fairfield, Connecticut
B.S., Furman University
Dissertation: “Integrating Genetics and 
Neuroimaging to Study Phenotypic 
Subtypes Among Binge Drinkers”
Adviser: Danielle Dick, Ph.D.






B.S., Nazareth College of Rochester                                           
M.S., State University of New York at Buffalo
Dissertation: “The Anatomy of CBPR: A Case Study 
of CBPR Implementation for Health Promotion”




B.S., University of Cukurova                                                          
M.S., Rutgers University 
Dissertation: “Renewable Carbon from 
Lignin Biomass and its Electrode and 
Catalyst Applications in Batteries, 
Supercapacitors, and Fuel Cells”




B.S., M.S., Virginia Commonwealth University   
Dissertation: “Theoretical and Experimental Analysis 
of Optical Properties of Defects in GaN”
Adviser: Denis O. Demchenko, Ph.D.
Dolan, Carrie B.^
Healthcare Policy and Research
Williamsburg, Virginia
B.S., East Carolina University                                                       
M.P.H., Tulane University
Dissertation: “Health Aid to Africa:  Placement, 
Service Utilization, and Benefit”
Adviser: Andrew Barnes, Ph.D.
Doctor of Philosophy




B.S., Balamand University                                                             
M.S., American University of Beirut
Dissertation: “A Systems Biology Approach for 
Deciphering the Dynamics of Essential Genes 
under Stress in Streptococcus Sanguinis”
Adviser: Ping Xu, Ph.D.




B.Pharm., Misr University for Science and Technology
Dissertation: “Structure-Activity 
Relationships of Bupropion and Related 
3-Substituted Methcathinone Analuges 
at Monoamine Transporters”




B.S., University of Richmond
Dissertation: “Automatically Detecting 
the Resonance of Terrorist Movement 
Frames on the Web”
Advisers: Victoria Yoon, Ph.D., Allen Lee, Ph.D., Jae 
Kyu Lee, Ph.D., and Natalie Baker, Ph.D.,
Evans, Lindsey LeCree
Public Policy and Administration
Cornelia, Georgia
B.S., Georgia College and State University                                
M.P.A., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “An Appeal for HOPE: Social 
Equity Implications of Georgia’s Merit-
Based, Lottery-Funded Scholarship”




B.S., Dominican College at Blauvelt                                           
M.S., Polytechnic University at Brooklyn
Dissertation: “A Systems View of IS Governance 
and IT Governance: A Case Study of the 
Virginia Department of Transportation”
Advisers: Allen S. Lee, Ph.D., and H. Roland 
Weistroffer, Ph.D.
Farkas, Dale Robert
Mechanical and Nuclear Engineering
Mechanicsville, Virginia
B.S., M.S., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “Development of High 
Efficiency Dry Powder Inhalers for Use 
with Spray Dried Formulations”




B.S., College of William & Mary                                                
M.S., University of Florida
Dissertation: “A Study of Critical Value 
Notification in the Outpatient Setting: 
The Relationship Between Physician 
Response and Patient Outcomes”




B.A., University of Richmond
Dissertation: “Preparation and Application of Catalysts 
for the Stereospecific Reduction of Olefins and 
Photooxygenation in Continuous Operations: A 
Novel Method for the Production of Artemisinin”




B.A., University of Tennessee at Knoxville                                
M.Ed., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “The Lived Experiences of Academic 
Advisers in Addressing Wellness with College 
Student-Athletes”




B.S., James Madison University                                                   
M.S., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “Systems-Level Characterization 
of Vaginal Megasphaera and Virulence 
Determinants Associated with Adverse 
Reproductive Health Outcomes”
Adviser: Jennifer M. Fettweis, Ph.D.
Gordon, Jessica B.
Media, Art and Text
Richmond, Virginia
B.A., M.A., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “Re-imagining the Process Movement: 
Exploring the Origins of Multimodal Composition”
Adviser: Eric Garberson, Ph.D.
Gregory, John Christopher^
Public Policy and Administration
Fredericksburg, Virginia
B.A., Virginia Military Institute                                                        
M.S., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “Recognizing Her Characteristics 
as a Leader: Examination of the Self-
Assessment of Women Leaders as 
Shaped by Social Identity Theory and the 
Concept of Double Consciousness”




B.A., Southwest Baptist University                                            
M.S., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “Development of a Two-
Factor Self-Forgiveness Scale”
Adviser: Everett L. Worthington Jr., Ph.D.
Guidry, Jeanine Patricia Drost^
Social and Behavioral Sciences
Amsterdam, The Netherlands
M.S., Maastricht University                                                            
M.P.S., George Washington University
Dissertation: “Designing Effective Messages 
to Promote Future Zika Vaccine Uptake”
Adviser: Kellie Carlyle, Ph.D.
Doctor of Philosophy




B.A., University of Maryland at College Park                               
M.S., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “Predictors of Vicarious Traumatization 
Among Trauma Clinicians and General 
Mental Health Providers: A Comparison”




B.S., Shaanxi University of Science and Technology              
M.S., Huazhong University of Science and Technology
Dissertation: “Improving the Performance and 
Energy Efficiency of Memory Systems”




B.S., University of Pittsburgh
Dissertation: “An Algorithm to Improve Deformable 
Image Registration Accuracy in Challenging Cases 
of Locally-Advanced Non-Small Cell Lung Cancer”




B.S., Virginia Commonwealth University                                   
M.S., Nova Southeastern University
Dissertation: “‘We are…’: Creating Discursive 
Spaces for the Construction of ‘Counter’ 
Narratives through Photovoice as Critical Service 
Learning”




B.A., Fontbonne University                                                             
M.S., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “Exploring the Outcomes of 
Rehabilitative Care for Veterans and Service 
Members Treated for a Disorder of Consciousness 
in the VHA Emerging Consciousness Program”
Advisers: Steven J. Danish, Ph.D., and James P. 
McCullough, Ph.D.
Harris, Kevin Alonzo
Public Policy and Administration
Emporia, Virginia
B.S., Christopher Newport University                                        
M.S., Central Michigan University
Dissertation: “Investigating the Relationship 
Between Emotional Intelligence and 
Cultural Intelligence to Attitudes Toward 
Team-Based Learning in Undergraduate 
Prehealth Profession Students”





Public Policy and Administration
Vineland, New Jersey
B.A., Montclair State University                                                   
M.S., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “Undocumented Students in Higher 
Education: A Case Study Exploring Street-Level 
Bureaucracy in Academic Advising”




B.S., M.S., Dalian University of Technology
Dissertation: “Improving the Performance 
and Time-Predictability of GPUs”




B.A., M.A., Adelphi University                                                            
Dissertation: “Identity Politics, State Standards, 
and On-the-Ground Realities: A Critical Policy 
Analysis of Teaching/Learning Gender/
Sexuality in a Virginia Elementary School”




B.Med., University of Benin                                                            
M.P.H., University of South Carolina
Dissertation: “The Impact of Mother-
Father Relationship, Social Support and 
Neighborhood Context on Preterm Birth”




B.A., University of Virginia                                                           
M.S., Virginia Commonwealth University                                                                   
Dissertation: “Mechanisms of Motivational 
Interviewing in a Parent-Focused 
Pediatric Obesity Intervention”





B.Sc., M.Sc., Mumbai University 
Dissertation: “SND1 as a Potential Molecular 
Target in Hepatocellular Carcinoma and 
Non-Alcoholic Steatohepatitis”




B.S., University of Virginia
Dissertation: “Development of General 
Purpose Liquid Chromatography 
Simulator for the Exploration of Novel 
Liquid Chromatographic Strategies”




B.S., University of Wisconsin at Eau Claire
Dissertation: “The Pharmacology of an Agonist 
Medication to Treat Stimulant Abuse”




B.S., Randolph Macon College
Dissertation: “Estimating the Respiratory Lung 
Motion Model Using Tensor Decomposition 
on Displacement Vector Field”
Adviser: Nitai D. Mukhopadhyay, Ph.D.
Doctor of Philosophy
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Keener, Steven Tucker^
Public Policy and Administration
Clifton, Virginia
B.A., Christopher Newport University                                        
M.S., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “Assessing the Implementation of 
Campus Safety Policies in Virginia Community 
Colleges: An Analysis of the Forces at Play 
in Institutional-Level Policymaking”
Adviser: William V. Pelfrey, Ph.D.
Khushalani, Jaya Shankar^
Health Service Organization and Research
Mumbai, India
B.Med., Grant Medical College                                                      
M.H.A., Tata Institute of Social Sciences
 Dissertation: “Racial and Ethnic Difference in 
Receipt of Immediate Breast Reconstruction 
Surgery: Do Hospital Characteristics Matter?”




B.S., Appalachian State University                                              
M.A., University of South Carolina at Columbia
Dissertation: “A Mixed-Method Investigation 
of Caregiver Coaching in an Early 
Intervention Model: Differences in Providers 
for Children with Hearing Loss”




B.S., Old Dominion University                                                        
M.S., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “Assessment of Microbial Carbon 
Processing and its Implications to the Carbon 
Budget of Lake Superior”
Adviser: S. Leigh McCallister, Ph.D.
Lancina, Michael G. III^
Biomedical Engineering
South Rockwood, Michigan
B.S., Michigan Technological University
Dissertation: “Nanomedicine Drug Delivery 
Across Mucous Membranes”




B.S., Virginia Military Institute                                                   
M.S., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “A Hierarchical 
Architectural Framework for Securing 
Unmanned Aerial Systems”




B.S., The University of the South
Dissertation: “The Generalized Monotone 
Incremental Forward Stagewise Method 
for Modeling Longitudinal, Clustered, and 
Overdispersed Count Data: Application Predicting 
Nuclear Bud and Micronuclei Frequencies”
Adviser: Kellie J. Archer, Ph.D.
Leibach, Gillian Goodman^
Counseling Psychology
Washington, District of Columbia
B.A., Bates College
Dissertation: “Urban Stressors and Child Asthma: 
An Examination of Child and Caregiver Models”




B.S., Wuchang University of Technology                                                            
M.S., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “Podocyte Dedifferentiation and 
Glomerular Injury Mediated by Lysosome 
Dysfunction During Hyperhomocysteinemia”




B.E., Zhejiang University                                                             
M.S., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “Examining the Confirmatory 
Tetrad Analysis (CTA) as a Solution of 
the Inadequacy of Traditional Structural 
Equation Modeling(SEM) Fit Indices”
Adviser: Robert Perera, Ph.D.
Long, Elizabeth C.
Clinical and Translational Science
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania
B.S., University of Pittsburgh                                                        
M.S., New Mexico Highlands University
Dissertation: “Developmental Trajectories of 
Alcohol Use and Alcohol Use Disorder”




B.S., M.Acc., Virginia Commonwealth University 
Dissertation: “Eye-Tracking in Auditing: Do Dirty 
Records Influence Professional Skepticism?”
Advisers: Alisa Brink, Ph.D., Lindsay Andiola, 
Ph.D., Jodie Fergueson, Ph.D., Robson 




B.S., Franciscan University of Steubenville                                               
M.A., State University of New York at Buffalo
Dissertation: “The Effects of the HIV-1 Tat 
Protein and Morphine on the Structure and 
Function of the Hippocampal CA1 Subfield”




B.S., The Ohio State University                                                     
M.S., Columbia University
Dissertation: “Determinants of Hospital 
Administrators’ Choice of Anesthesia Practice 
Model”
Adviser: Suzanne Wright, Ph.D.
Mazicioglu, Dogucan^
Systems Modeling and Analysis
Richmond, Virginia
B.S., Virginia Military Institute                                                   
M.S., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “Adversarial Decision Making 
in Counterterrorism Applications”
Adviser: Jason Merrick, Ph.D.
Doctor of Philosophy




B.S., M.S., Virginia Commonwealth University 
Dissertation: “Validation Study of the Science 
Literacy Assessment: A Measure to Assess 
Middle School Students’ Attitudes Toward 
Science and the Ability to Think Scientifically”




B.A., M.T., University of Virginia 
Dissertation: “Communication, Empathy, and 
Trust: Exploring Teachers’ Partnerships with the 
Families of Their Most Challenging Students”




B.A., Mumbai University                                                                                                                                  
M.Ed., Virginia Commonwealth University 
Dissertation: “Using Classroom Social 
Dynamics to Understand Adjustment 
of Student with Disabilities”




B.A., University of Dayton                                                               
M.A., Ball State University
Dissertation: “Effects of Cumulative Risk on Asthma 
Outcomes in Urban Children and Adolescents”




B.S., Loyola University at Chicago                                                                                             
M.S., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “Self-Forgiveness in Romantic 
Relationships: The Impact on the 
Perpetrator and the Relationship”




B.A., San Diego State University                                                  
M.S., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “Normative Data for Four 
Neuropsychological Tests in a Sample of Adults 
Who Are Illiterate and from Latin America”




B.S., Appalachian State University                                             
M.A., Wake Forest University
Dissertation: “One in Eight: Deciding to 
Pursue a College-Going Possible Self 
in a High-Poverty High School”




B.E., University of Pune                                                                  
M.S., Texas Agricultural and Mechanical University at 
Corpus Christi
Dissertation: “Network Analytics for miRNA 
Regulome and miRNA-Disease Interactions”




B.A., Concordia College                                        
M.A., Central Connecticut State University
Dissertation: “Factors Predicting African American 
Renal Patients’ Completion of the Medical 
Evaluation Process for Kidney Transplantation”








B.A., Hampton University                                                                
M.Ed., Temple University
Dissertation: “Lived Experiences of School 
Counselors Who Address Mental Health Needs 
Through Evidenced-Based Educational Programs”




B.S., M.S., Virginia Commonwealth University                                  
Dissertation: “Identifying Genetic Abnormalities 
with CRISPR Labeling Using High 
Speed Atomic Force Microscopy”
Adviser: Jason Reed, Ph.D.
Orr, Caroline Amy
Social and Behavioral Sciences
Richmond, Virginia
B.A., M.A., East Carolina University                                                        
M.S., Loyola University  
Dissertation: “Behavior Change Techniques to 
Promote Smoking Cessation During Pregnancy: 
A Theory-Based Meta-Analytic Review”




B.E., Institution for Engineers                                                       
M.S., Indian Institute of Technology at Kharagpur
Dissertation: “Fabrication of Flexible, Biofunctional 
Architectures from Silk Proteins”




B.Sc., Jiwaji University                                                                  
M.Sc., Banasthali University
Dissertation: “Understanding Over-the-
Counter Medication Use and Decision-
Making of Community-Dwelling U.S. Older 
Adults: A Mixed-Methods Approach”




B.B.A., North South University                                                 
Dissertation: “Mast Cell Activation by Diverse 
Stimuli can Be Suppressed by Steroid Therapy 
and Targeting the Flyn-STAT5B Cascade”
Advisers: John J. Ryan, Ph.D., Daniel Conrad, Ph.D., 
Peter Nigrovic, Ph.D., Lawrence Schwartz, Ph.D., 




B.E., M.S., Pukyong National University                                                
Dissertation: “Respiratory Prediction and 
Image Quality Improvement in 4D CT/
MR for Lung Tumor Treatments”
Adviser: Yuichi Motai, Ph.D.
Doctor of Philosophy




B.S., M.A., Mumbai University                                                   
M.S., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “Internet-Based Behavior of 
IT Professionals: Implications for Online 
Ergonomic Education to Prevent Work-
Related Musculoskeletal Disorders”




B.S., M.S., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “Investigations into Structure 
and Properties of Atomically-Precise 
Transition Metal-Chalcogenide Clusters 
of CrTe and Ligated Cr6Te8(PEt3)6”




B.A., Olivet Nazarene University
Dissertation: “Contribution of ASC-
Inflammasome to Vascular Endothelial 
Dysfunction: Role of RNA Receptor RIG-I”
Adviser: Pin-Lan Li, M.D., Ph.D.
Potter, Ann Marie Knecht
Health Related Sciences
Millerstown, Pennsylvania
B.A., Luther College                                                                         
M.A., University of Southern California
Dissertation: “The Impact of Chemotherapy 
and Radiotherapy for Breast Cancer on 
Cognition and Functional Performance:  A 
Comparative Analysis of Survey Data Taken 
at Three Time Points Post-Treatment”
Adviser: Tony Gentry, Ph.D.
Rakhshan Pouri, Samaneh^
Mechanical and Nuclear Engineer
Tehran, Iran
B.Sc., Iran University of Science and Technology                             
M.S., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “Comparative Studies of 
Diffusion Models and Artificial Neural 
Intelligence on Electrochemical Process 
of U and Zr Dissolutions in LiCl-KCl”




B.S., M.S., University of Maryland at College Park
Dissertation: “An Investigation of How Black 
STEM Faculty at Historically Black Colleges 
and Universities Approach the National 
Science Foundation Merit Review Process”
Adviser: Rosalyn H. Hargraves, Ph.D.
Rissler, Grant Edward^
Public Policy and Administration
Front Royal, Virginia
B.A., Goshen College                                                                       
M.A., John Hopkins University
Dissertation: “Advocate or Traditional 
Bureaucrat?: Understanding the Role of 
ESL Supervisors in Shaping Local Education 
Policy Toward Immigrant Communities”




B.A., University of Wisconsin at Madison                                  
M.S., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “Longitudinal Relations Between 
Emotional Awareness and Aggression 
in Early Adolescence: The Mediating 
Role of Emotion Dysregulation”




B.S., University of Wroclaw                                                           
M.S., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “Novel Methodology for Drug-
Effect Screening Using Calcium Biosensors”
Adviser: Jose M. Eltit, Ph.D.
Saleck Pay, Babak^
Systems Modeling and Analysis
Bandar-e Anzali, Iran
B.Sc., Isfahan University of Technology                                     
M.Sc., University of Tehran
Dissertation: “Decomposition Methods 
for Stochastic Integer Programming: 
Computation and Applications”
Adviser: Yongjia Song, Ph.D.
Savage, Jeanne Elizabeth^
Clinical and Translational Sciences
Saint Louis, Missouri
B.A., University of Missouri at Columbia
Dissertation: “Drinking Motives Underlying 
Internalizing and Externalizing Pathways  
to Alcohol Misuse”
Advisers: Danielle Dick, Ph.D., John Hettema, 




B.Pharm., Shri B. M. Shah College of Pharmaceutical 
Education and Research                      
M.Pharm., Birla Institute of Technology and Science 
Dissertation: “E-Cigarettes and Smoking Cessation: 
Economic Impact in Current Smokers with 
Chronic Obstructive Pulmonary Disease”




B.S., Kerala University                                                                    
M.S., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “Surface Characterization of 
Pt-cured Silicones: Wetting Analysis, Ice 
Adhesion and Mechanical Properties”




B.S., James Madison University                                                                    
Dissertation: “Come Fly with Me: Determining the 
Innate Immune Response to and the Effect of 
Amixicile on Bacteria Involved in Periodontal 
Diseases Using In Vitro Methods and the 
Drosophila Melanogaster Model System”




B.S., M.S., Louisiana State University
Dissertation: “Taken Back by the Ballpark: 
The Role of Nostalgia in the Minor League 
Baseball Spectator Experience”
Adviser: Brendan Dwyer, Ph.D.
Doctor of Philosophy




B.A., University of Virginia                                                       
M.S., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “The Development of the Treatment 
Integrity - Efficient Scale for Cognitive-Behavioral 
Treatment for Youth Anxiety (TIES-CBT-YA)”




B.S., M.S., Florida State University
Dissertation: “Wise Choices?  The Economics 
Discourse of a High School Economics 
and Personal Finance Course”
Adviser: Gabriel Reich, Ph.D.
Sorrell, Toni P.
Systems Modeling and Analysis
Mechanicsville, Virginia
B.S., Pennsylvania State University         
M.I.S., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “Parameter Tuning for 
Optimization Software for Use with Mixed 
Integer Programming Problems”





B.S., Radford University                                                                 
M.S., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “An Evaluation of Critical Resources 
in Nurse Anesthesia Education Programs”




B.S., Kent State University                                                                     
M.S., Villanova University
Dissertation: “Preparation, Application and 
Evaluation Techniques of Porous Materials 
for Gas Separation and Purification”




B.S., Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University  
Dissertation: “Synthesis, Characterization, and 
Applications of Metal Based Nanomaterials”




B.S., Bangladesh University of Engineering  
and Technology
Dissertation: “Growth of Zn-Polar BeMgZnO/ZnO 
Heterostructure with Two-Dimensional Electron 
Gas (2DEG) by Molecular Beam Epitaxy (MBE) 
Technique and Electrochemical Deposition 
of ZnO Nanowire for Glucose Sensor”








Healthcare Policy and Research
Glen Allen, Virginia
B.Med., Maharashtra University of Health Sciences               
M.P.H., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “Affordability, Utilization and 
Satisfaction with Care: A Policy Context 
for Improving Health Care Experiences”




B.S., Minnesota State University at Moorhead                         
M.P.H., North Dakota State University
Dissertation: “The Role of Social Networks 
in Breastfeeding Duration”




B.S., M.S., Harbin Institute of Technology
Dissertation: “High-Throughput Prediction 
and Analysis of Protein-Drug Interactions 
for Druggable Human Proteome”




B.A., University of South Alabama                                               
M.A., University of Richmond
Dissertation: “Development and Validation of 
the Therapy Process Observation Coding 
System-Involvement Coding Scale”
Adviser: Bryce McLeod, Ph.D.
Doctor of Philosophy




B.S., University of Pittsburgh
Dissertation: “Quantitative 
Analysis of Tobacco-Specific 
Nitrosamines and Their Precursor 
Alkaloids in Tobacco Extracts”




B.S., University of West Georgia
Dissertation: “Synthesis, 
Characterization, and Enhanced 
Magnetic Properties of Iron 
Carbide Nanomaterials”




B.S., Pennsylvania State University  
at University Park          
M.Ed., James Madison University
Dissertation: “Developing 
Conceptual Understanding and 
Procedural Fluency in Algebra 
for High School Students with 
Intellectual Disability”
Adviser: Donna Gilles, Ed.D.
Yeh, Hsi-Wei^
Mechanical and Nuclear Engineering
New Taipei City, Taiwan
B.S., National Tsing Hua University                      
M.S., National Yang Ming University
Dissertation: “Investigation of 
Polymeric Composite for Controlled 
Drug Release”




B.S., Florida Atlantic University                          
M.S., Nova Southeastern University
Dissertation: “Reducing 
Sepsis Mortality: A Cloud-
Based Alert Approach”
Adviser: Jonathan P. DeShazo, Ph.D.
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Alma Mater
In March 2016, VCU Alumni’s board of governors approved Virginia Commonwealth University’s first 
alma mater, “We Gather Here.” Written by Lemont “Monty” Kier, Ph.D., a longtime faculty member, 
and his son, Andy Kier, a 1990 VCU graduate, the school song honors the university’s commitment to 
providing students with experiences that they carry with them beyond their years on campus.
“We Gather Here”
Lyrics: Monty Kier            Music: Andy Kier
We gather here, our voices raise,  
of VCU we sing our praise,  
the Black and Gold our colors show,  
diversity and value grow.  
We’ve learned so much beyond each class,  
the joy of friendship will not pass. 
So much in life is mem’ry borne,  
of VCU they’ll not be shorn.
The mem’ries of a campus walk,  
so many friends, we stop to talk,  
the friendships here were made to last,  
they’re in our minds though years have passed.  
The seasons pass, the years roll by,  
from VCU the reason’s why  
we are enriched from values learned,  
they bring us joy that we have earned.
Next year again we will be here  
to see our school and give a cheer.  
So VCU keep all that is great,  
you’ve brought us joy that is our fate.  
So come let us sing of VCU,  
with ev’ry verse we will renew  
the mem’ries from our campus time,  
each one embedded in a rhyme.
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Dear graduate,
On behalf of VCU Alumni, I am privileged and honored to congratulate you on 
this wonderful occasion. Although you likely received much support and encour-
agement from your families and friends, this is a personal achievement that is a 
tribute to your hard work and perseverance.
As you bring this chapter of your academic career to a close, I hope you will 
take a moment to recognize the opportunities that your university and alumni 
organization have provided to prepare you for this next step in your journey. You 
might be leaving campus but you are not leaving alone. As a graduate, you join a 
community of 188,000 alumni throughout the world who engage with their com-
munities and their alma mater to build on the strong foundation established by 
our past and present alumni organizations and leaders.
Your relationship with your alma mater can enhance and impact your life long 
after you graduate. No matter where life takes you, VCU Alumni and its more 
than 40 chapters offer you opportunities to stay engaged with the university and 
with your fellow classmates. My wish for each of you is that you realize your full 
potential and, in doing so, use your significant talents and energies to support and 
strengthen your communities, your alumni organization and your university.
Be proud of your university, because we are proud of you.
Yours for VCU,
James E. Williams (B.S.’84/GPA; M.S.’96/GPA)
President, VCU Alumni 
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What we now know as Virginia Commonwealth 
University began as two institutions: the Medical 
College of Virginia, established in 1838 as the medi-
cal department of Hampden-Sydney College, and 
the Richmond School of Social Economy, founded 
independently in 1917, then becoming the Richmond 
division of the College of William & Mary in 1925. 
The Medical College of Virginia gained indepen-
dence from Hampden-Sydney in 1854 and became 
state affiliated in 1860. In 1939, 
the College of William & Mary 
changed the name of its Richmond 
campus to Richmond Professional 
Institute. RPI became an indepen-
dent state school in 1962.
In 1967, VCU came closer to its 
current state. Edward A. Wayne 
Sr., president of the Richmond 
Federal Reserve Bank, along with 
city and state leaders recom-
mended the formation of a uni-
versity using resources from MCV 
and RPI. With the signature of 
Gov. Mills E. Godwin Jr., Virginia 
Commonwealth University came 
into being in 1968 with Warren W. 
Brandt as president.
Today, President Michael Rao, 
Ph.D., is the leader of VCU and VCU Health System. 
A premier, urban public research university, VCU has 
garnered $275 million in sponsored research as one 
of the nation’s top 100 research universities. In 2016, 
U.S. News & World Report listed several VCU gradu-
ate and first-professional programs in the top 50 of 
their rankings. The School of the Arts, ranked second 
overall, holds a top ranking among public institu-
tions. Among graduate and first-professional rankings, 
VCU’s nurse anesthesia program is top in the nation. 
The same publication ranked VCU Medical Center’s 
state-of-the art care in more than 200 specialty areas 
among the best in the nation. A safety-net hospital, 
VCU Medical Center is the top hospital in the metro 
area and is the only Level I trauma center in Central 
Virginia. Additionally, the medical center is ranked 
second in the commonwealth as the top place to seek 
medical care and treatment in areas ranging from 
organ transplantation and burn healing to head and 
spinal cord trauma and cancer treatment.
With an enrollment of more than 31,000 students 
from 102 countries in 220 degree and certificate pro-
grams — 52 of which are unique 
to Virginia and serve cross-dis-
ciplinary purposes — VCU also 
boasts educators who are nation-
ally and internationally recognized 
for their excellence in the arts, 
business, education, engineering, 
the humanities, life sciences, social 
work and all of the health care pro-
fessions. VCU employs over 2,200 
full-time instructional faculty who 
are nationally and internationally 
recognized for their high-quality 
instruction across 13 schools and 
one college.
With campuses beyond 
Richmond, VCU students and fac-
ulty live and work in locations 
throughout the commonwealth 
and the world. For over a decade, students enrolled 
at VCUarts Qatar receive the same world-renowned 
education and training as students in Richmond.
The School of Medicine and School of Pharmacy’s 
collaboration with Northern Virginia’s Inova Health 
System successfully established the VCU Inova cam-
pus and now educates third- and fourth-year medical 
and pharmacy students. In Charlottesville, the School 
of Pharmacy’s second satellite location for Doctor 
of Pharmacy students operates at the University of 
Virginia Medical Center.
More than 183,000 VCU alumni live worldwide, 
leading and positively impacting their communities.
Virginia Commonwealth University
A VCU University Relations publication
an equal opportunity/affirmative action university  
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Congratulations to all! Commencement
 December 9, 2017
E.J. Wade Arena at the Stuart C. Siegel Center 
Richmond, Virginia
